The concept of open innovation advocates that in today's increasingly boundary free world, organizations should seek to exploit inflows and outflows of knowledge to accelerate internal innovation, and expand the markets for external use of innovation (Chesbrough 2003 ). This open model of innovation challenges the traditional closed view, where invention and design is restricted to internal resources. Indeed, the past decade has witnessed a flurry of experimentation with different styles of open innovation in industries as diverse as consumer goods, semi-conductors, automotive engineering, and software engineering. IS has played a prominent role in creating the necessity for, and the implementation of, open innovation models. For example, the convergence of cheap personal computers, fiber optic cable, and powerful workflow software has been attributed to the "flattening" of the planet and the rise in global collaboration (Friedman 2006 Yet, open innovation theory is not without controversy. Mowery (2009) questions whether open innovation is actually a new theory of innovation while Groen and Linton (2010) suggest that the concept itself is a communication barrier to theory development. Trott and Hartman (2009) (Whelan et al. 2012) , proprietary knowledge leakage (Teigland and Wasko 2003) , open IS development (Conboy and Morgan 2011) , and IT's contribution to absorptive capacity (Chatterjee et al. 2002; Chircu and Kauffman 2000) , studies in this vein have been sporadic over the past decade.
As open innovation is rapidly gaining importance in research and practice, new questions and challenges arise that require a deeper understanding of these phenomena from an IS perspective. There is much that has yet to be understood about the role of IS in enabling open innovation, and the implications of open innovation movement on the various aspects of the IS discipline. The aim of this special issue is to expand and advance the state of open innovation research within the IS field, highlighting work that makes significant theoretical and empirical advances to our understanding of IT enabled open innovation.
Example topics for the special issue
Papers are invited for the special issue on any topic related to the role of IS in enabling open innovation. Papers should be theory-driven or theory-building, with clear implications for further research and practice. Example topics include:
• IS enabled open innovation models 
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